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2012 UNCSD (Rio+20)

How can ESD, GCED and intercultural 
dialogue contribute to fostering a 
culture of sustainability and peace 
among youth? 

2015 SDGs adopted
Education for sustainable development (ESD) 
and global citizenship eudcation (GCED) 
enshrined in SDG Target 4.7 



Figure 1: Skills for sustainable development
Source: UNESCO (2012). ESD + TVET: Promoting skills for sustainable development. 

“green life skills such as  
empathy, reasoning, 
evidence-based decision-
making, and effective 
communication”

UNESCO (2024). Greening 
Curriculum Guidance: Teaching 
and Learning for Climate Action. 
P.28 



Summer 2023 was a summer of records
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Source: United Nations Office for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)



Figure 2: Relationships of the level of individualism with (a) income inequality, (b) 
the composite drug-use index, (c) people with any mental illness, (d) teenage births, 
(e) crime index, and (f) Ecological Footprint 

Source: Komatsu, H., Rappleye, J., & Silova, I. (2021). Student-centered learning and 
sustainability: Solution or problem? Comparative Education Review, 65(1), 6–33. doi: 
10.1086/711829.

Is cultivating ‘21st-century 
skills’ a solution to the climate
crisis?

Is individual skilling the key to 
enhancing individual and 
collective well-being? 



Beyond ‘whole-person’ development and 
towards more interdependent approaches   
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Education for sustainable development, global 
citizenship education, and intercultural dialogue 
are ultimately about transforming how we relate 
to each other and to nature—changing our mode 
of being—to enhance well-being. 

We need to talk of not just individual skills 
acquisition and personal achievement (an 
independent mode of being) but of connection, 
relationships, and interdependent mode of being 
in the world. 

… how long will policy in the twenty-first century continue to issue 
the call for “one who acts freely and with self-responsibility, self-
reliantly supporting himself”? … How long will it still be meaningful 
to measure happiness … according to questions like “I am satisfied 
with my life” and “I have acquired the things I want in life”? How 
long will research continue to promote twentieth-century modes of 
happiness and well-being?

Yukiko Uchida & Jeremy Rappleye (2024). An Interdependent 
Approach to Happiness and Well-Being. PalgraveMacmillan. 
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